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The theoretical framework for 
discussing power relations in educa­
tional settings shows that research on 
the metamorphic effects of power 
provides an empirical basis for the 
constructive use of power in the 
college classroom. As a broad 
generalization, teachers should 
concentrate on strengthening their 
informational, expert, and referent 
power bases; they should limit their 
use of legitimate and reward power, 
and avoid coercion at practically any 
cost. These "ground rules" provide 
teachers with guidelines for exercis­
ing the considerable power vested in 
them by virtue of their role in the 
teaching-learning enterprise. HI 
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